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SIGNIFICANCE
Atopic dermatitis is the most common chronic inflam-
matory skin disease. Dupilumab, a biological treatment, 
became available in 2017. Using data from the Swedish 
national quality registry, SwedAD, we found that dupilu-
mab treatment for atopic dermatitis was associated with 
weight gain. We found a 3.3 kg weight gain among patients 
on dupilumab compared with patients on other systemic 
treatments after 2 years. Patients with self-reported asth-
ma lost weight. Male patients tended to gain more weight 
than female patients.
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This cohort study used prospectively collected data 
from the Swedish national quality registry, SwedAD, 
to investigate weight gain as a possible side effect of 
dupilumab treatment for atopic dermatitis. Patients on 
dupilumab were compared with patients on other sys-
temic medications, e.g., methotrexate, cyclosporine, 
or Janus kinase inhibitors, and possible risk factors for 
weight change during treatment with dupilumab were 
analysed. All patients aged 18 years or above, included 
in SwedAD between March 2018 and April 2023, who 
initiated systemic treatment at or after inclusion and 
had data on weight at baseline and at least 1 follow-up 
weight measurement were included (n  =  157). After 2 
years on dupilumab, patients had a mean weight gain 
of 1.6 kg (p = 0.007, 95% confidence interval [CI] 0.4–
2.7). In the multivariable analysis, controlling for age 
at start, sex, asthma, and body mass index at start, du-
pilumab was associated with higher weight gain than 
other systemic treatments (3.3 kg, p = 0.005 [95% 
CI 1.0–5.6]). Asthma was associated with weight loss; 
male sex tended to be associated with weight gain.

Key words: atopic eczema; biologics; side effects; weight gain; 
body mass. 

Submitted May 15, 2024. Accepted after revision Oct 21, 2024

Published Nov 15, 2024. DOI: 10.2340/actadv.v104.40796

Acta Derm Venereol 2024; 104: adv40796.

Corr: Mahsa Tayefi, Dermatology and Venereology Unit, Department of 
Medicine Solna, Karolinska Institutet, SE-171 77 Stockholm, Sweden; 
Department of Dermatology, Karolinska University Hospital, SE-171 76 
Stockholm. E-mail: mahsa.tayefi@ki.se

Atopic dermatitis (AD) is the most common chronic 
inflammatory skin disease, with a prevalence of 

approximately 20% in children and 10% in adults (1, 2). 
AD presents as dry, red, itchy, and sometimes oozing 
patches in the skin. Its severity and duration may vary 
during life and patients with moderate to severe AD 
experience a negative impact on quality of life, including 
psychiatric comorbidities (3, 4). Fortunately, in the last 
decade, there has been a rapid development of new and 
effective treatments for AD. In Sweden, 2 interleukin 
(IL) inhibitors, dupilumab and tralokinumab, and 3 Janus 
kinase (JAK) inhibitors, abrocitinib, baricitinib, and 
upadacitinib, have been approved for moderate to severe 
AD. Dupilumab, a human monoclonal antibody against 

the IL-4α receptor, was the first of the biologics, approved 
in Sweden in 2017. It reduces T-cell-driven inflamma-
tion, specifically T-helper cells (Th2), by inhibiting the 
IL-4α receptor, and thereby IL-4 and IL-13 signalling (5, 
6). It is often the preferred choice in AD patients with 
other atopic comorbidities, such as asthma (7). JAK 
inhibitors are targeted immunomodulators that reduce 
the inflammatory response by binding intracellularly to 
JAKs and signal transducer and activator of transcrip-
tion proteins, which are signal transducers for cytokine 
receptors on keratinocytes and other cells (8). Baricitinib 
was approved in Sweden in 2020, with upadacitinib and 
abrocitinib approved soon thereafter. 

Real-world data can be key in an exploration of how pa-
tients react to treatment in terms of tolerance and efficacy. 
By using the Swedish nationwide AD registry (SwedAD) 
to capture patients treated with systemic therapies, we can 
discover unexpected side effects in daily clinical practice. 
Earlier findings from SwedAD data showed weight gain in 
a small cohort of AD patients after 1 year of treatment with 
dupilumab (9). The mechanism behind the weight gain 
during treatment with dupilumab is not fully understood. 
Although researchers suspect that a reduction of inflam-
matory cytokines causes an increase or redistribution of 
fat mass and gain in lean mass, more research is needed 
(10, 11). One possible mechanism by which dupilumab 
could cause weight gain in AD patients would be by in-
terfering with adipose tissue metabolism. Mouse studies 
have shown that a reduction in brown adipose tissue is 
associated with obesity. Upregulation of IL-4 and IL-13 
in mouse studies increased active brown adipose tissue, 
whereas depletion of IL-4 and IL-13 reduced brown adi-

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
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pose tissue. Preventing the action of IL-13 was correlated 
with more epididymal, inguinal, and perirenal white adi-
pose tissue in mice, but no excessive consumption of food 
(12). Dupilumab also reduces the activation of IL-4 and 
could thereby decrease the levels of indole compounds 
and kynurenic acid (KA) (13), which have been shown 
to increase adipose tissue energy expenditure and reduce 
circulating triglyceride levels (14). 

This study aimed to investigate weight change in AD 
patients undergoing dupilumab treatment and explore 
possible associated risk factors. The primary outcome 
was mean weight change after 2 years. Additionally, we 
compared weight change between patients receiving 
dupilumab with patients on other systemic treatments 
(e.g., methotrexate, cyclosporine, JAK inhibitors). To 
explore possible mechanisms behind the weight change, 
we analysed the concentrations of tryptophan/kynurenine 
metabolites (including KA) in serum before and during 
treatment with dupilumab.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

Study design

In this cohort study, we used prospectively collected data from 
the research registry for AD at Karolinska University Hospital, 
which has been active since 2017. It was converted into a Swedish 
national quality registry, SwedAD, in 2019 (15). All dermatolo-
gical units in Sweden have access and can include patients. Both 
adults and children with moderate to severe AD and eligible for 
systemic treatments, e.g., methotrexate, cyclosporine, IL inhibi-
tors, or JAK inhibitors, can be included in the registry. SwedAD 
is used in most dermatological clinics in daily practice, as this 
is encouraged by the Swedish healthcare authorities. To date, it 
includes approximately 1,700 patients.

Ethical approval was received from the Regional Ethical Re-
view Board at Karolinska Institutet, Stockholm (2010-345-32 2, 
2022-06917-02, 2022-01853-01). Informed written consent was 
provided by all participants in the research registry.

At the start of any systemic treatment, baseline data are collected. 
Outcome measurements are performed throughout the treatment 
period. At baseline, data on body mass index (BMI), age, sex, 
comorbidities (diabetes, hypertension, asthma, allergy, stroke, 
myocardial infarction), education, alcohol use, smoking, current 
location of the eczema, and treatments are collected. Eczema Area 
and Severity Index (EASI) (16) score is assessed by the treating 
physician and entered in the registry. In addition, patient-reported 
outcome measures (PROMs) are collected, e.g., Patient-Oriented 
Eczema Measure (POEM) (17), Montgomery-Åsberg Depression 
Rating Scale-Self-report (MADRS-S) (18), Dermatology Life 
Quality Index (DLQI) (19), and visual analogue scale (VAS) 
scores were registered at each visit before September 2019, with 
VAS replaced by the pruritus numeric rating scale (NRS) after 
September 2019 (20). Patient data were collected at Karolinska 
University Hospital at the start of treatment, and subsequently at 
1 month, 3 months, and every third to sixth month throughout the 
treatment. However, it is important to note that follow-up intervals 
may differ across clinics in Sweden, and that baseline data are 
not mandatory, resulting in potential variations in data coverage.

A small pilot study investigating the association between weight 
gain and changes in tryptophan/kynurenine metabolites in patients 
with dupilumab was performed. If a patient had provided a blood 
sample before starting treatment and was still on treatment, they 

were asked to give a second sample for the analysis of trypto
phan/kynurenine metabolites in September–October 2022. The 
included patients (n = 13) had been on treatment with dupilumab 
for 16–60 months. 

Inclusion and exclusion criteria

All AD patients 18 years or older included in SwedAD between 
March 2018 and April 2023, who initiated systemic treatment at 
or after inclusion and had data on weight at baseline and at least 
1 follow-up weight measurement were included in the cohort. 
Patients with follow-up < 3 months were excluded. Patients trea-
ted with dupilumab were compared with those treated with other 
systemic drugs (Fig. S1).

Definitions

All data at baseline, except weight, height, and EASI, were self-
reported. This includes data on asthma, allergy, education, heredity 
for AD, and other atopic manifestations in close family members, 
and POEM, DLQI, VAS/NRS, and MADRS-S scores.

Weight was measured in kilograms (kg) at the start of treatment 
and at follow-ups (with intervals depending on the routines at the 
recruiting clinic). 

Education level was categorized into three groups: ≤ 9, 9–12, 
and ≥ 12 years.

To estimate appetite, we used question 4 in MADRS-S: “Here, 
you should indicate how your appetite has been and try to recall 
whether it has differed in any way from normal. If your appetite 
has been greater than usual, you should mark the scale at zero (0). 
Scale 0–6; 0: Normal or increased appetite, 2: Slightly reduced ap-
petite, 4: No appetite/food is tasteless, 6: Need persuasion to eat.” 

Disturbed night sleep due to itch was defined based on responses 
to the question “How many nights’ sleep in the last week have 
been disturbed due to eczema? Scale 0–6; 0: No nights, 1: 1–2 
nights, 2: 3–4 nights, 3: 5–6 nights 4: Every night.”

Intensity of pruritus was self-reported on a scale from 0 to 10, 
measured with VAS or NRS.

Blood analyses

Plasma concentrations of kynurenine pathway metabolites were 
measured by Bevital AS (http://www.bevital.no/); a detailed 
description of the analytical method used has been published 
elsewhere (21). Sixty µl of plasma was mixed with an equal 
volume of trichloroacetic acid (60 g/l in water) and centrifuged. 
The resulting supernatant was injected onto a reverse phase 
high-performance liquid chromatography column with a gradient 
mobile phase consisting of water, acetic acid, acetonitrile, and 
heptafluoroacetic acid. An API4000 tandem mass spectrometer 
from Sciex (https://sciex.com/) was used for detection of KA 
and isotope-labelled KA (serving as an internal standard) using 
electrospray ionization in the positive mode. 

Statistical analysis

The baseline characteristics of the patients are presented as per-
centages of the total in the group or mean or median values with 
interquartile ranges. Weight and BMI are shown as mean values 
with standard deviations (SDs). 

The weight change in patients on dupilumab was calculated using 
linear regression with bivariable analysis and multiple imputations 
for the variables BMI, age at start, VAS/NRS, EASI, POEM, 
DLQI, and MADRS-S. Spearman’s rank coefficient was used to 
study correlations between the predictors. Differences in weight 
change between dupilumab and other systemics were calculated 
with a mixed regression model. Interaction tests were performed. 

http://medicaljournalssweden.se/actadv
https://doi.org/10.2340/actadv.v104.40796
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When comparing measurements of tryptophan/kynurenine 
metabolites at baseline with those at follow-up, a non-parametric 
test was used (Wilcoxon’s signed-rank test). Correlations between 
weight change and change in metabolite levels were assessed 
using Spearman’s correlation test. No adjustment for multiple 
testing was performed.

All statistical analyses were performed in STATA/SE 17.0 sta-
tistical software (StataCorp, College Station, TX, USA). 

RESULTS

Patients and baseline characteristics
We included 157 patients, who had their weight measured 
at the start of a relevant treatment period and at least once 
more during the same treatment period. The majority 
of patients (n = 126, 72%) were treated with dupilumab 
only, 39 (18%) were treated with another systemic 
medication, and 8 (10%) received both dupilumab and 
another systemic medication. Of the patients treated 
with other systemic treatments, 23 (59%) were treated 
with methotrexate, 11 (28%) with JAK inhibitors, and 5 
(13%) with cyclosporine (Table I).

Weight change during treatment with dupilumab
On average, over 24 months, patients on dupilumab 
experienced a mean weight gain of 1.6 kg (p = 0.007, 

95% confidence interval [CI] 0.4–2.7). Men gained 2.9 
kg (p = 0.008, 95% CI 0.7–4.3) and women gained 0.7 kg 
(p = 0.318, 95% CI –0.7–2.0). Mean weight change at 6, 
12, 18, and 24 months for patients treated with dupilumab 
was 2.2 kg (n = 33), 0.7 kg (n = 58), 2.8 kg (n = 36), and 
2.3 kg (n = 11), respectively (Fig. 1). 

Predictors of weight change with dupilumab
In the bivariate analysis, only 1 of the 10 predictors, 
asthma, was statistically significant. It was inversely 
associated with weight gain during treatment with dupilu-
mab (–2.8 kg, p = 0.013, 95% CI –4.94 to –0.60)). When 
stratified for asthma, the bivariate analysis for sex still 
showed non-significant results. In a fully adjusted model 
including all variables, asthma was the only significant 
predictor (–3.5 kg, p = 0.023, 95% CI –6.57 to –0.50). 
Male sex and BMI tended to be significantly associated 
with weight change, although the change in weight was 
small (Table II).

Patients treated with dupilumab compared with patients 
treated with other systemic medications
Over 24 months, the crude mean weight change in 
patients treated with dupilumab was 2.0 kg higher 
(p = 0.030, 95% CI 0.2–4.0), than that in patients on 

Table I. Baseline characteristics of patients with atopic dermatitis on systemic treatment

Factor Dupilumab n = 126 Systemics n = 29 All cases n = 157

Age at start, years, median (IQR) 45.0 (30.8, 57.7) 31.1 (26.3, 47.1) 42.1 (29.9, 56.7)
Sex
Male 60 (47.6%) 17 (44%) 74 (47.1%)
Female 66 (52.4%) 22 (56%) 83 (52.9%)

Age at onset
< 2 years 55 (43.7%) 20 (51%) 72 (45.9%)
2–6 years 26 (20.6%) 12 (31%) 36 (22.9%)
7–12 years 5 (4.0%) 3 (8%) 6 (3.8%)
13–19 years 5 (4.0%) 0 (0%) 5 (3.2%)
≥ 20 years 15 (11.9%) 2 (5%) 16 (10.2%)
Missing 20 (15.9%) 2 (5%) 22 (14.0%)

Asthma
No 51 (40.5%) 21 (54%) 66 (42.0%)
Yes 56 (44.4%) 16 (41%) 71 (45.2%)
Missing 19 (15.1%) 2 (5%) 20 (12.7%)

Allergy
No 22 (17.5%) 8 (21%) 29 (18.5%)
Yes 85 (67.5%) 29 (74%) 108 (68.8%)
Missing 19 (15.1%) 2 (5%) 20 (12.7%)

Education**
≤ 9 years 9 (7.1%) 4 (10%) 12 (7.6%)
> 9–12 years 25 (19.8%) 11 (28%) 34 (21.7%)
> 12 years 71 (56.3%) 22 (56.4%) 88 (56.1%)
Missing 21 (16%) 2 (6%) 23 (14.6%)

Current smoker
No 96 (76.2%) 30 (77%) 120 (76.4%)
Yes 20 (15.9%) 8 (21%) 26 (16.6%)
Missing 10 (7.9%) 1 (3%) 11 (7.0%)

Weight (kg), mean (SD) 78.1 (21.2) 76.1 (21.6) 78.0 (21.3)
Body mass index (kg/m²), mean 26.6 (6.8) 25.1 (5.5) 26.3 (6.5)
Eczema Area Severity Index, median (IQR) 12.4 (7.0–23.0) (n = 102) 10.1 (4.6–15.1) (n = 31) 12.1 (6.9–22.0) (n = 126)
Dermatology Life Quality Index, median (IQR) 14.0 (7.0–20.0) (n = 111) 14.5 (9.0–20.0) (n = 26) 14.0 (8.0–20.0) (n = 130)
Patient-oriented eczema measure, median (IQR) 22.0 (17.0–26.0) (n = 109) 17.5 (15.0–24.0) (n = 269) 21.5 (17.0–26.0) (n = 128)
Visual analogue scale/Numeric rating scale, median (IQR) 7.0(5.5–8.2) (n = 104) 7.0 (5.0–8.0) (n = 24) 7.0 (5.4–8.0) (n = 122)
MADRS-S, median (IQR) 12.5 (4.5–20.0) (n = 96) 12.0 (6.0–19.0) (n =  21) 13.0 (4.5–20.0) (n = 112)

*Eight patients were treated with both types of medication. **Patients aged 18–25 years included.
MADRS-S: Montgomery-Åsberg Depression Rating Scale-Self report.

http://medicaljournalssweden.se/actadv


A
ct

aD
V

A
ct

aD
V

A
d
v
a
n

c
e
s 

in
 d

e
rm

a
to

lo
g
y
 a

n
d
 v

e
n

e
re

o
lo

g
y

A
c
ta

 D
e
rm

a
to

-V
e
n

e
re

o
lo

g
ic

a

M. Tayefi et al. “Weight gain in atopic dermatitis patients treated with dupilumab”4/6

Acta Derm Venereol 2024

other systemic medications. Stratified by the different 
systemic treatments, patients on JAK inhibitors (n = 11) 
had a mean weight change of 1.6 kg (p = 0.2), patients on 
methotrexate (n = 23) one of 0.3 kg (p = 0.7), and patients 
on cyclosporine (n = 5) one of –1.6 kg (p = 0.7). 

In the multivariable analysis, controlling for con-
founders (age at start, sex, BMI at start, and asthma), 
dupilumab was associated with a mean weight gain 
of 3.3 kg (p = 0.005, 95% CI 1.0–5.6), compared with 
other systemic treatments. We found that asthma had 
an inverse association with weight gain. Therefore, we 
performed a sensitivity analysis excluding patients who 
had reported asthma. Patients without reported asthma 
who were treated with dupilumab gained 4.8 kg more in 
weight (p = 0.005, 95% CI 1.5–8.2), than patients on other 
systemics. There was no interaction between dupilumab 
treatment and asthma when tested. 

Correlation between weight change and outcome 
measures for patients treated with dupilumab
There was no statistically significant correlation between 
weight change and change in VAS/NRS, EASI, POEM, 
DLQI, MADRS-S, the sleep component of POEM, or 
the hunger component of MADRS-S (Table III).

Tryptophan/kynurenine metabolites in relation to weight 
change during dupilumab treatment
Most AD patients (n = 13) treated with dupilumab 
who had provided blood before treatment and during 
follow-up gained weight during the follow-up (median 
5.5 kg, interquartile range [IQR] 2.3–11.0, mean 8.1 
kg, p = 0.002). The weight gain was lower at the final 
follow-up, as several patients who had gained weight 
subsequently lost weight, but still significant (median 
1.3 kg, IQR 0.0–5.4, mean 3.6 kg, p = 0.045). For the 33 
different tryptophan/kynurenine metabolites, the median 
concentration did not change significantly from baseline 
to follow-up (Table SI). There were no significant cor-
relations between changes in tryptophan/kynurenine 
metabolites and weight change (Appendices S1 and S2).

DISCUSSION

Individuals with AD are not commonly identified as 
living with overweight or obesity (22), yet our results 
showed that the mean weight gain with dupilumab was 
1.6 kg during the first 24 months of treatment, with males 
showing a tendency to gain more weight than females. 
In addition, dupilumab patients gained more weight (3.3 
kg) than patients treated with other systemic medications. 
Given that the weight gain was not correlated with 
eczema improvement, it could be a direct effect of the 
dupilumab treatment. Asthma was associated with weight 
loss and the only significant predictor of weight change. 
Male sex showed a tendency towards correlation with 
weight gain, but no significant associations or correla-
tions with other predictors were observed.

The mean weight gain of 1.6 kg is larger than expected 
in the Swedish population over 2 years. A Swedish cohort 
study shows that BMI has increased over a 24-year period 
in Sweden, with mean BMI rising from 24.1 to 25.5 for 
men and from 23.1 to 24.3 for women. Calculating based 
on average heights for Swedish men and women, this 
equates to a mean weight increase of approximately 3.5 kg 
for men and 3.3 kg for women over the study period, 

Fig. 1. Weight change during treatment with 
dupilumab over 24 months.

Table II. Predictors of weight change during dupilumab treatment

Predictors

Unadjusted 
bivariate analysis 
(p-value)

Fully adjusted 
analysis Adjusted analysis

Male sex 1.80 kg (p = 0.11) 2.55 kg (p = 0.07) 1.65 kg (p = 0.10)
BMI  –0.03 kg (p = 0.06) –0.17 kg (p = 0.23) –0.22 kg (p = 0.075)
Asthma –2.80 kg (p = 0.01) –3.54 kg (p = 0.02) –2.41 kg (p = 0.02)
Age –0.06 kg (p = 0.15) –0.04 kg (p = 0.24) –0.04 kg (p = 0.16)
MADRS-S  –0.03 kg (p = 0.98) –0.07 kg (p = 0.33) –
EASI –0.05 kg (p = 0.47) –0.07 kg (p = 0.21) –
POEM  0.04 kg (p = 0.55) 0.19 kg (p = 0.09) –
DLQI  0.02 kg (p = 0.67) –0.03 kg (p = 0.80) –
Allergy* 1.2 kg (p = 0.59) 0.55 kg (p = 0.67) –
VAS/NRS –0.00 kg (p = 0.94) 0.00 kg (p = 0.22) –

*Reported rhinitis and/or conjunctivitis.
BMI: body mass index; DLQI: Dermatology Life Quality Index; EASI: Eczema 
Area Severity Index; MADRS-S: Montgomery-Åsberg Depression Rating Scale-Self 
report; NRS: numeric rating scale; POEM: patient-oriented eczema measure; VAS: 
visual analogue scale. Significant values in bold text. 

http://medicaljournalssweden.se/actadv
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or about 0.3 kg every 2 years. This suggests that the 
expected natural weight gain over time in the general 
population is relatively modest and smaller than found 
in our study (23).

Dupilumab is used by allergologists to treat asthma 
(24) and dermatologists often choose this medication for 
patients with atopic comorbidities (7). In our study, 45% 
of the patients in the dupilumab group reported having 
had asthma at some point in life. It is possible that the 
weight loss associated with asthma can be explained by 
improvement of asthmatic symptoms and a reduced need 
for inhaled corticosteroids (25).

The mechanisms of the weight gain in this context are 
largely unknown. Earlier studies have speculated that 
reduced itching and decreased scratching during sleep 
may lead to lower energy expenditure (26). In our study, 
we did not find any associations between weight change 
and reported sleep loss due to itching or reported changes 
in appetite. In addition, we did not see any correlation 
between weight change and assessed improvement of 
eczema. 

Transcriptome analyses of skin samples in patients 
treated with dupilumab suggest decreased IL-13 levels 
during treatment (27); this could be a possible mechanism 
of weight change. It has been reported that IL-4 and IL-13 
depletion induces a reduction in brown adipose tissue, 
which would in turn reduce systemic energy expenditure. 
This is proposed to be due to interference with adipose 
tissue metabolism, as preventing the action of IL-4/IL-13 
on adipose tissue macrophages would reduce their M2 
activation. Enrichment in adipose tissue-resident M2 
macrophages correlates with higher insulin sensitivity 
and energy expenditure (28). 

Another explanation could be that reduced activation 
of IL-4I1 decreases the levels of indole compounds and 
KA (13). KA has been shown to increase adipose tissue 
energy expenditure and reduce circulating triglyceride 
levels (14). Furthermore, IL4i1 downstream of the IL-4/
IL-4 receptor can generate KA outside the conventional 
kynurenine pathway (14). However, our analysis found 
no significant links between changes in tryptophan/
kynurenine metabolites and weight change. This sug-
gests that, in this context, the conventional kynurenine 
pathway adequately maintains physiological KA levels.

In this real-life cohort study, all data were prospec-
tively collected at dermatology clinics in Sweden. The 
outcome measures, based on HOME recommendations, 
were uniformly designed throughout the clinics. Patients 
registered their PROMs on tablets or smartphones and 
could answer in privacy, reducing interviewer bias.

Limitations
The present study has several limitations, including 
potential sources of information bias, particularly con-
cerning the reporting of age at onset, asthma diagnosis, 
and prior allergies. There is also a risk of confounding 
by indication (e.g., dupilumab is more often chosen for 
patients with asthma comorbidity). Additionally, the 
lack of mandatory weight measurements contributed to 
a smaller study sample than expected. Some of our pre-
dictors may be of importance for weight gain but failed to 
reach significance in our study due to sample size. Due to 
differences in follow-up routines across dermatological 
clinics, patient data may have been obtained at different 
time intervals and frequency during the study period. 
This may have contributed to the biphasic distribution 
in weight, shown in Fig. 1, as the included participants 
differed between the times of measurement.

Conclusion
AD patients treated with dupilumab gained weight sig-
nificantly over the course of 24 months. Patients without 
reported asthma had greater weight gain. Concentrations 
of tryptophan/kynurenine metabolites were not associa-
ted with weight gain and further studies are needed to 
understand the mechanism of the weight gain during 
dupilumab treatment.
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rating dcale; POEM: patient-oriented eczema measure; VAS: visual analogue scale.

http://medicaljournalssweden.se/actadv


A
ct

aD
V

A
ct

aD
V

A
d
v
a
n

c
e
s 

in
 d

e
rm

a
to

lo
g
y
 a

n
d
 v

e
n

e
re

o
lo

g
y

A
c
ta

 D
e
rm

a
to

-V
e
n

e
re

o
lo

g
ic

a

M. Tayefi et al. “Weight gain in atopic dermatitis patients treated with dupilumab”6/6

Acta Derm Venereol 2024

Janssen-Cilag and UCB. He has received consultancy fees from 
Novartis, Eli Lilly, Icon, Abbvie, and BMS. He is a member of the 
SwedAD steering committee. ML has received lecture fees from 
Sanofi-Genzyme and Abbvie. She is a member of the SwedAD 
steering committee. JR has no conflicts of interest to declare.

REFERENCES
1.	Langan SM, Irvine AD, Weidinger S. Atopic dermatitis. Lan-

cet 2020; 396: 345–360. https://doi.org/10.1016/S0140-
6736(20)31286-1

2.	Wollenberg A, Christen-Zäch S, Taieb A, Paul C, Thyssen JP, 
de Bruin-Weller M, et al. ETFAD/EADV Eczema task force 2020 
position paper on diagnosis and treatment of atopic derma-
titis in adults and children. J Eur Acad Dermatol Venereol 
2020; 34: 2717–2744. https://doi.org/10.1111/jdv.16892

3.	Ivert LU, Svedbom A, Lundqvist M, Wahlgren CF, Bradley M, 
Johansson EK. The impact of systemic treatment of atop-
ic dermatitis on depressive symptoms: a prospective clinical 
cohort study. Acta Derm Venereol 2022; 102: adv00801. 
https://doi.org/10.2340/actadv.v102.803

4.	Ali F, Vyas J, Finlay AY. Counting the burden: atopic dermatitis 
and health-related quality of life. Acta Derm Venereol 2020; 
100: adv00161. https://doi.org/10.2340/00015555-3511

5.	Koskeridis F, Evangelou E, Ntzani EE, Kostikas K, Tsabouri S. 
Treatment with dupilumab in patients with atopic dermatitis: 
systematic review and meta-analysis. J Cutan Med Surg 2022; 
26: 613–621. https://doi.org/10.1177/12034754221130969

6.	Bieber T, Paller AS, Kabashima K, Feely M, Rueda MJ, Ross 
Terres JA, et al. Atopic dermatitis: pathomechanisms and 
lessons learned from novel systemic therapeutic options. J 
Eur Acad Dermatol Venereol 2022; 36: 1432–1449. https://
doi.org/10.1111/jdv.18225

7.	Nettis E, Masciopinto L, Di Leo E, De Candia N, Albanesi M, 
Di Bona D, et al. Dupilumab elicits a favorable response in 
type-2 inflammatory comorbidities of severe atopic derma-
titis. Clin Mol Allergy 2021; 19: 9. https://doi.org/10.1186/
s12948-021-00144-x

8.	Chovatiya R, Paller AS. JAK inhibitors in the treatment of 
atopic dermatitis. J Allergy Clin Immunol 2021; 148: 927–
940. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jaci.2021.08.009

9.	Johansson EK, Ivert LU, Bradley B, Lundqvist M, Bradley M. 
Weight gain in patients with severe atopic dermatitis treated 
with dupilumab: a cohort study. BMC Dermatol 2020; 20: 8. 
https://doi.org/10.1186/s12895-020-00103-0

10.	Renzo LD, Saraceno R, Schipani C, Rizzo M, Bianchi A, Noce 
A, et al. Prospective assessment of body weight and body 
composition changes in patients with psoriasis receiving 
anti-TNF-α treatment. Dermatol Ther 2011; 24: 446–451. 
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1529-8019.2011.01439.x

11.	Tournadre A, Pereira B, Dutheil F, Giraud C, Courteix D, 
Sapin V, et al. Changes in body composition and metabolic 
profile during interleukin 6 inhibition in rheumatoid arthritis. 
J Cachexia Sarcopenia Muscle 2017; 8: 639–646. https://
doi.org/10.1002/jcsm.12189

12.	Darkhal P, Gao M, Ma Y, Liu D. Blocking high-fat diet-induced 
obesity, insulin resistance and fatty liver by overexpression of 
Il-13 gene in mice. Int J Obes (Lond) 2015; 39: 1292–1299. 
https://doi.org/10.1038/ijo.2015.52

13.	Sadik A, Somarribas Patterson LF, Öztürk S, Mohapatra 
SR, Panitz V, Secker PF, et al. IL4I1 is a metabolic immune 
checkpoint that activates the AHR and promotes tumor 
progression. Cell 2020; 182: 1252–1270.e1234. https://
doi.org/10.1016/j.cell.2020.07.038

14.	Agudelo LZ, Ferreira DMS, Cervenka I, Bryzgalova G, Dad-
var S, Jannig PR, et al. Kynurenic acid and Gpr35 regulate 

adipose tissue energy homeostasis and inflammation. Cell 
Metab 2018; 27: 378–392.e375. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.
cmet.2018.01.004

15.	Alsterholm M, Svedbom A, Anderson CD, Holm Sommar L, 
Ivert LU, Josefson A, et al. Establishment and utility of Swe-
dAD: a nationwide Swedish registry for patients with atopic 
dermatitis receiving systemic pharmacotherapy. Acta Derm 
Venereol 2023; 103: adv7312. https://doi.org/10.2340/
actadv.v103.7312

16.	Leshem YA, Hajar T, Hanifin JM, Simpson EL. What the Ecze-
ma Area and Severity Index score tells us about the severity 
of atopic dermatitis: an interpretability study. Br J Dermatol 
2015; 172: 1353–1357. https://doi.org/10.1111/bjd.13662

17.	Charman CR, Venn AJ, Ravenscroft JC, Williams HC. Trans-
lating Patient-Oriented Eczema Measure (POEM) scores 
into clinical practice by suggesting severity strata derived 
using anchor-based methods. Br J Dermatol 2013; 169: 
1326–1332. https://doi.org/10.1111/bjd.12590

18.	Svanborg P, Asberg M. A new self-rating scale for depression 
and anxiety states based on the Comprehensive Psychopat-
hological Rating Scale. Acta Psychiatr Scand 1994; 89: 21–
28. https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1600-0447.1994.tb01480.x

19.	Finlay AY, Khan GK. Dermatology Life Quality Index 
(DLQI) – a simple practical measure for routine clinical 
use. Clin Exp Dermatol 1994; 19: 210–216. https://doi.
org/10.1111/j.1365-2230.1994.tb01167.x

20.	Reich A, Riepe C, Anastasiadou Z, Mędrek K, Augustin 
M, Szepietowski JC, et al. Itch assessment with visual 
analogue scale and numerical rating scale: determina-
tion of minimal clinically important difference in chronic 
itch. Acta Derm Venereol 2016; 96: 978–980. https://doi.
org/10.2340/00015555-2433

21.	Midttun Ø, Hustad S, Ueland PM. Quantitative profiling of bio-
markers related to B-vitamin status, tryptophan metabolism 
and inflammation in human plasma by liquid chromatography/
tandem mass spectrometry. Rapid Commun Mass Spectrom 
2009; 23: 1371–1379. https://doi.org/10.1002/rcm.4013

22.	Ascott A, Mansfield KE, Schonmann Y, Mulick A, Abuabara K, 
Roberts A, et al. Atopic eczema and obesity: a population-
based study. Br J Dermatol 2021; 184: 871–879. https://
doi.org/10.1111/bjd.19597

23.	Caman OK, Calling S, Midlöv P, Sundquist J, Sundquist K, 
Johansson SE. Longitudinal age-and cohort trends in body 
mass index in Sweden: a 24-year follow-up study. BMC 
Public Health 2013; 13: 893. https://doi.org/10.1186/1471-
2458-13-893

24.	Castro M, Corren J, Pavord ID, Maspero J, Wenzel S, Rabe KF, 
et al. Dupilumab efficacy and safety in moderate-to-severe 
uncontrolled asthma. N Engl J Med 2018; 378: 2486–2496. 
https://doi.org/10.1056/NEJMoa1804092

25.	Han J, Nguyen J, Kim Y, Geng B, Romanowski G, Alejandro 
L, et al. Effect of inhaled corticosteroid use on weight (BMI) 
in pediatric patients with moderate-severe asthma. J Asthma 
2019; 56: 263–269. https://doi.org/10.1080/02770903.20
18.1455853

26.	Jenney ME, Childs C, Mabin D, Beswick MV, David TJ. Oxygen 
consumption during sleep in atopic dermatitis. Arch Dis Child 
1995; 72: 144–146. https://doi.org/10.1136/adc.72.2.144

27.	Rohner MH, Thormann K, Cazzaniga S, Yousefi S, Simon HU, 
Schlapbach C, et al. Dupilumab reduces inflammation and 
restores the skin barrier in patients with atopic dermatitis. 
Allergy 2021; 76: 1268–1270. https://doi.org/10.1111/
all.14664

28.	Rao RR, Long JZ, White JP, Svensson KJ, Lou J, Lokurkar I, 
et al. Meteorin-like is a hormone that regulates immune-
adipose interactions to increase beige fat thermogenesis. 
Cell 2014; 157: 1279–1291. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.
cell.2014.03.065

http://medicaljournalssweden.se/actadv
https://doi.org/10.1016/S0140-6736(20)31286-1
https://doi.org/10.1016/S0140-6736(20)31286-1
https://doi.org/10.1111/jdv.16892
https://doi.org/10.2340/actadv.v102.803
https://doi.org/10.2340/00015555-3511
https://doi.org/10.1177/12034754221130969
https://doi.org/10.1111/jdv.18225
https://doi.org/10.1111/jdv.18225
https://doi.org/10.1186/s12948-021-00144-x
https://doi.org/10.1186/s12948-021-00144-x
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jaci.2021.08.009
https://doi.org/10.1186/s12895-020-00103-0
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1529-8019.2011.01439.x
https://doi.org/10.1002/jcsm.12189
https://doi.org/10.1002/jcsm.12189
https://doi.org/10.1038/ijo.2015.52
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.cell.2020.07.038
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.cell.2020.07.038
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.cmet.2018.01.004
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.cmet.2018.01.004
https://doi.org/10.2340/actadv.v103.7312
https://doi.org/10.2340/actadv.v103.7312
https://doi.org/10.1111/bjd.13662
https://doi.org/10.1111/bjd.12590
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1600-0447.1994.tb01480.x
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1365-2230.1994.tb01167.x
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1365-2230.1994.tb01167.x
https://doi.org/10.2340/00015555-2433
https://doi.org/10.2340/00015555-2433
https://doi.org/10.1002/rcm.4013
https://doi.org/10.1111/bjd.19597
https://doi.org/10.1111/bjd.19597
https://doi.org/10.1186/1471-2458-13-893
https://doi.org/10.1186/1471-2458-13-893
https://doi.org/10.1056/NEJMoa1804092
https://doi.org/10.1080/02770903.2018.1455853
https://doi.org/10.1080/02770903.2018.1455853
https://doi.org/10.1136/adc.72.2.144
https://doi.org/10.1111/all.14664
https://doi.org/10.1111/all.14664
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.cell.2014.03.065
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.cell.2014.03.065

